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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-263
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: April 24, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: April 26, 2018
Type of Action: Appropriation; authorization to execute settlement agreement; fiscal year carry-over
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $2,150,000 from the General Fund/GSD – Fund Balance to the Claims & Losses account (with the understanding that an additional $2,750,000 will be appropriated as part of the FY18/19 budget) to pay for settlement of pending litigation titled United States of America, et al. v. Consolidated City of Jacksonville (Case No. 3:12-CV-451-J32MCR) and Smith, et al. v. Consolidated City of Jacksonville, et al. (Case No. 3:11-cv-345-J-32MCR). It approves execution of a settlement agreement with the parties, commits to the appropriation of additional funding in the next fiscal year, and authorizes carry-over of the funds to a future fiscal year.
Background Information: In 2011 and 2012 the City was sued by a group of African-American firefighters and the U.S. Department of Justice regarding the City’s promotion testing practices in the Fire and Rescue Department. The suits alleged that some of the written job-knowledge promotion tests in use from 2004 to 2011 were unintentionally discriminatory because the pass/fail and rank-order use of the challenged examinations produced higher promotion rates for Caucasian firefighters than for African-American firefighters. After several years of mediation the parties have reached a settlement which the City Council is being asked to approve. The agreement admits no wrongdoing on the part of the City, but approves a settlement payment of $4.9 million, to be spread over 2 fiscal years - $2,150,000 in FY17-18 and $2,750,000 in FY 18-19.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $2,150,000 in FY17-18 from the General Fund/GSD – Fund Balance and commits to appropriating an additional $2,750,000 in FY 18-19 for this settlement.
Analyst: Clements
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